Delegated decision recommendation report

Originator Judith Orr
Decision type Delegated
Date 11" March 2025

Synopsis of report:

The purpose of this report is to consider the feedback received from the
consultation on the proposed re-designation of the Englefield Green Village
Neighbourhood Forum. Alongside this, there will also need to be consideration as
to whether the Forum would meet the requirements set out under Section 61F (5)
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.

The Council's Constitution sets out that for policy making and progression in the
consideration of neighbourhood development plans — which would include
making a decision on whether to designate a Neighbourhood Forum- both the
Corporate Head of Planning, Economy and Built Environment and/or the Planning
Policy and Climate Change Manager have delegated authority to make the
decision on the way forward.

Recommendation (s): That the Planning Policy and Climate Change
Manager or the Corporate Head of Planning, Economy & Built Environment
AGREES:

1. that Runnymede Borough Council should re-designate the Englefield
Green Village Neighbourhood Forum.
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Background

Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum was originally designated on 11
November 2019 for a five-year period, which expired on 10" November 2024. The
forum was designated to advance neighbourhood planning in the approved
Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Area, which was designated at the same
time.

The Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum has made significant
advances in progressing neighbourhood planning in the area, since first being
designated in 2019, having adopted (made) a neighbourhood plan for the area on
31% January 2024.

In order to continue to take forward the proposals contained within the
Neighbourhood Plan, the Forum wishes to continue to exist and consequently, at a
meeting held on the 10" October 2024, the Neighbourhood Forum voted
unanimously to submit an application for redesignation. No change is proposed to
the Neighbourhood Area to be covered by the Forum.

In accordance with regulation 9 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 (as amended), the Council is required to consult for at least six
weeks on the proposed redesignation of the proposed Forum. This took place for
just over a six week period between Monday 20" January 2025 and Friday 7%
March 2025. In accordance with regulations (9A(2)(b) of the same regulations, a
decision must be made within 13 weeks of the initial publication of the
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Neighbourhood Forum application, which based on this first being publicised on
20" January 2025, is Monday 215 April 2025. This report aims to enable a
decision to be made within the 13-week period in line with the relevant regulations.

Considerations

Regulation 8 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended) requires the following to be submitted to the Council as part of an
application to designate a Neighbourhood Forum.

(a) the name of the proposed neighbourhood forum;

(b) a copy of the written constitution of the proposed neighbourhood forum;
(c) the name of the neighbourhood area to which the application relates and a
map which identifies the area;

(d) the contact details of at least one member of the proposed neighbourhood
forum to be made public under regulations 9 and 10; and

(e) a statement which explains how the proposed neighbourhood forum
meets the conditions contained in section 61F(5) of the 1990 Act.

The above information was submitted to the Council (see Appendix 1), and having
reviewed the information provided, the requirements of these regulations are
considered to be met.

To meet the requirements of regulation 9 as set out above, consultation on the
proposed Neighbourhood Forum was undertaken between 20" January 2025 and
7" March 2025. These regulations require the Council to ‘publish the following on
their website and in such other manner as they consider is likely to bring the
application to the attention of people who live, work or carry on business in the
area to which the application relates’:

(a) a copy of the [Forum] application;

(b) a statement that if a designation is made no other organisation or body
may be designated for that neighbourhood area until that designation expires
or is withdrawn;

(c) details of how to make representations; and

(d) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less
than 6 weeks from the date on which the application is first publicised.

In addition to the above regulatory requirements, as part of this public
consultation, the Council has emailed those on the Council’'s Planning Policy
consultation database, as well as putting notices in the official noticeboards in the
Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Area. Copies of the application have also
been given to the local library and the reception area at the Civic Centre in
Addlestone.

From this consultation, four responses were received (please see Appendix 2 for a
more detailed summary of these and the Council’'s response to them). Of the four
responses, one was specifically in support of the re-designation of the Forum
whilst the remaining three responses raised no specific objections to the
redesignation.

Having considered the comments received (as summarised above), it is
considered that the Council should not reject the application for the proposed
Neighbourhood Forum as all parts of the relevant regulations as described in this
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report are considered to have been met. Therefore, it is recommended to the
Corporate Head of Planning, Economy & Built Environment /Planning Policy and
Climate Change Manager that the proposed Englefield Green Village
Neighbourhood Forum is re-designated for a further five years in accordance with
the 61F(5) of the 1990 Act. This period will start from the date that this decision is
made.

Next Steps

If the Corporate Head of Planning, Economy & Built Environment / Planning Policy
and Climate Change Manager determines that the proposed Neighbourhood
Forum should be re designated, regulation 10 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) requires that the Council publicise the
designation of the Forum on their website ‘in such other manner as they consider
is likely to bring the designation to the attention of people who live, work or carry
on business in the neighbourhood area’. This includes:

(a) the name of the neighbourhood forum;

(b) a copy of the written constitution of the neighbourhood forum;

(c) the name of the neighbourhood area to which the designation relates; and
(d) contact details for at least one member of the neighbourhood forum.

The above information will be updated (where required) on the Council’'s website,
which already has an existing webpage specifically for the Englefield Green
Village Neighbourhood Forum. A decision to re-designate the Forum would enable
the organisation that was the Neighbourhood Forum (until its five-year period
expired) to be a recognised Forum again and thus continue to work on
implementing the measures set out in the adopted Neighbourhood Plan.

Resource/financial implications (where applicable)

The Council responsibilities associated with delivering neighbourhood planning
are being undertaken within the existing resources of the Planning Policy Team,
drawing upon the expertise of other staff as required, and utilising existing
budgets and government funding at the relevant stages of Plan preparation.

Legal implications

Where the officers have concluded that the application to re-designate the
Neighbourhood Forum is legally compliant, the Corporate Head of Planning,
Economy & Built Environment/Planning Policy and Climate Change Manager has
delegated authority to make the decision on the way forward, in consultation with
Members. National regulations require that the Council considers the consultation
responses received, and whether those representations should be acted upon /
result in changes being made to the proposed Neighbourhood Area. The
Council’s decision must be published on its website as per regulation 10 of the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) as set out
above.

Equality implications
Part of the Forum application includes a statement which sets out that the

proposed Forum ‘comprises a diverse group of residents and community
representatives’. Alongside this, there is also a stated commitment that as the



Forum seeks ‘re-designation, that they remain committed to upholding the
principles of transparency, inclusivity, and democratic participation in all aspects
of our work’. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process itself, the Forum had to
meet a formal legal requirement to produce what is known as a ‘Basic Conditions
Statement’, which is an assessment to examine the impact of the Neighbourhood
Plan in relation to the ‘protected characteristics’ as identified in the Equality Act
2010. This assessment required them to follow the correct legal processes in
order for the Examiner and Runnymede Borough Council to conclude that the
Neighbourhood Plan had had regard to the fundamental rights and freedoms
guaranteed under the European Convention on human Rights (ECHR).

7. Environmental/Sustainability/Biodiversity implications

7.1 The Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum has adopted a
Neighbourhood Plan that contains a number of policies related to the natural
environment, biodiversity, trees, hedgerows and planting and sustainable
buildings and construction. These policies will help to preserve and enhance the
Borough'’s environment in line with objectives 6, 7, 9 and 10 of the adopted
Runnymede 2030 Local Plan.

8.  Other implications (where applicable)

8.1 There are no known other implications.

9. Conclusions

9.1 Officers take the view that the proposed re-designation of the Englefield Green
Village Neighbourhood Forum should go ahead for a further five years. This
period would start from the date that the decision is made and published on the
Council's website as required by the regulations set out above.

Background papers

Appendix 1 — Proposed Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum application
documents (as submitted to the Council).

Appendix 2 — Summary of the consultation responses received.

Recommendation agreed by the Planning Policy and Climate Change Manager on
17" March 2025.
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APPENDIX 1 - Proposed Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum application
documents (as submitted to the Council)




APPENDIX 2 — Summary of the consultation responses received

This consultation ran from 20" January until 7" March 2025. The responses received are set out below.

Forum.

Name Comments Actions / amendments made to
the proposed re-designation of
the Englefield Green Village
Neighbourhood Forum

National In our view the designation itself concerns the election of a body of local people No amendment needed.

Highways that will have no effect upon the safe and efficient operation of the SRN. Therefore,

we have no comments to make through this consultation.

Private | have read the proposals and | am happy to support the re-designation of the Support noted.

resident Englefield Green Neighbourhood Forum.

Natural Natural England does not wish to make comment on the suitability of the proposed | No amendment needed. The Forum

England plan area or the proposed neighbourhood planning body. have already produced and adopted

However, we would like to take this opportunity to provide you with information their Neighbourhood Plan and so the
sources the neighbourhood planning body may wish to use in developing the plan, | information sources, whilst noted,
and to highlight some of the potential environmental risks and opportunities that are not currently required.
neighbourhood plans may present. We have set this out in the annex to this letter.

Waverley BC | On this occasion Waverley does not wish to comment on the re-designation of the | No amendment needed.




	No amendment needed.

