
 
 

 

 

 

December 2009 to 24th April 2010 
Nina Bawden Exhibition 

InTRoduCTIon 

Welcome To R:fest 2010 

A very warm welcome to the fifth Runnymede International Literary 
Festival. After the success of previous years’ festivals, we are looking 
forward to an even bigger and better festival this year. 

As in previous years, Royal Holloway, University of London, the 
Runnymede International Literary Association and Runnymede 
Borough Council, the principal festival partners, are working 
together to bring a programme of literary activities to Runnymede, 
including a range of community events in March culminating in a 
festival of national and international writers at Royal Holloway. This 
year Procter & Gamble has very generously agreed to become the 
sponsor of the community programme. As in 2009, this schools 
programme will be managed by the Royal Holloway outreach team, 
and workshops will be provided by staff and graduate students from 
Royal Holloway. Workshops in day centres and other venues are 
being overseen by Runnymede Borough Council. Events at Royal 
Holloway will begin on Tuesday, 16 March, with a reading by Jo 
Shapcott and will continue until Saturday, 20 March. 

The festival includes a broad range of activities from poetry and 
fiction workshops through readings by leading poets and novelists 
to talks on fashion. We are particularly delighted to have Ben 
Markovits talking about his recent work; and Stephen Gundle talking 
about fashion. 

I wish you a very enjoyable time at this year’s R:Fest, and I look 
forward to seeing you at the events. 

Professor Robert Hampson 
Festival director 
Royal Holloway, university of London 
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Chertsey Museum’s temporary exhibition 
over the winter months is The Outside Child 
& Other Stories featuring original works of 
art and illustrations used in nina Bawden’s 
children’s novels. 

one-time Chertsey resident, nina Bawden 
was born in 1925 and began writing at an early age.  With the 
outbreak of the Second World War nina was evacuated to Ipswich 
and later was billeted in Aberdare, South Wales; a time that was to 
inspire her most well known children’s novel, Carrie’s War. 

February to March 2010 
Community Programme 

The Community Programme in 2010 will focus primarily on 
workshops within schools, Chertsey Museum and day centres which 
will all be literacy based. This is an excellent opportunity to engage 
with local young people and help them develop their literacy skills. 

All workshop leaders are from Royal Holloway university and are 
either Post Graduate or Masters students. The main sponsor for 
the activities aimed at young people is the Procter and Gamble 
Community Matters Programme and we would like to thank them for 
their support. 

Wednesday 17 March 
Creative Media Literary Festival: Schools Programme 

The programme for this event, aimed at specific local schools, will 
include a scriptwriting workshop by the award winning playwright 
dan Rebellato, producing the Radio Play by Alun Lewis BBC Radio 
producer, how to write a Fashion Article with Eva Sonaike, Editor of 
Vogue Germany and diane Evans who won the orange Prize for 
new writers 

At the end of the programme, students will submit their entries for the 
writing competition, which will be judged at a later date. Contact 
jackie.lightstone@rhul.ac.uk for further details. 
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6pm-7pm: Jo Shapcott, ‘Of Mutability’ 
Venue: Windsor Building Auditorium - FREE 

Jo Shapcott will read from her latest book of 
poems, Of Mutability, to be published by 
Faber in 2010, and discuss the origins and 
development of the work. 

Jo Shapcott teaches on the MA in Creative 
Writing at Royal Holloway. Her first book, 

Electroplating the Baby (Bloodaxe, 1988) won the Commonwealth 
Poetry Prize for Best First Collection, and her third collection My Life 
Asleep (1998) won the Forward Poetry Prize. She has twice won the 
national Poetry Competition, and, in 2006, received the prestigious 
Cholmondeley Award from the Society of Authors. Her selected 
poems, Her Book: Poems 1988-1998, has recently been re-issued, 
and her translations from Rilke have been published as Tender Taxes 
(Faber, 2006). She is the current President of the Poetry Society. 

Wednesday 17 March 2010 
6.30pm-7.45pm: Royal Holloway Sinfonietta 
(Director: Mark Bowden) 
Venue: Windsor Building Auditorium 

To celebrate Andriessen’s 70th birthday, 
the Royal Holloway Sinfonietta is joined 
by players from the ossian Ensemble for a 
concert featuring some of his most iconic 
works alongside new music by Royal 
Holloway composition students. 

The concert will include Andriessen’s ‘Hoketus’, ‘Workers’ union’ 
and ‘de Volharding’. 

Tickets: £10 (£8 senior citizens; £5 RHUL staff; free to students) 
available from Department of Music Concert Office, Royal 
Holloway, University of London, Egham, Surrey TW20 OEX. 
(01784 443853, concerts@rhul.ac.uk) 

Tuesday 16 March 2010 
2pm-3pm: Grace Evans – ‘Perfectly Formed’ 
The Olive Matthews Fashion Collection 
Venue: Bedford Library Seminar Room - FREE 

Grace Evans has been 
Keeper of Costume at 
Chertsey Museum since 
2001 and has written 
a number of articles 
including Marriage à la 

Mode, an Eighteenth Century Wedding dress, 
Hat and Shoes Set from the olive Matthews 
Collection, Chertsey Museum’, Costume (the 
academic journal of the Costume Society), 
vol.42, 2008 

The olive Matthews collection is now housed 
at Chertsey Museum, with dedicated galleries, 
it consists of over six thousand items of men’s, 

women’s and children’s fashionable dress 
and accessories, dating from the 1600s to 
the present day. The Museum is producing a 
comprehensive illustrated catalogue of the olive 
Matthews Collection written by Grace Evans, 
Keeper of Costume. 

The book due to be published in 2010 is richly 
illustrated with photographs of full garments 
and beautiful detail shots. Her talk will focus on 
key garments dating from the 17th to the 20th 
centuries, investigating their design features 
and exploring their relationship to the history of 
fashion. 
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5pm-6pm: Peggy Vance, ‘Adventures in Publishing’ 
Venue: Windsor Building 0-02 - FREE 

Thursday 18 March 2010 
4pm-5.30pm: Stephen Gundle: ‘Fashion’ 
Venue: Windsor Building 1-03 

In his recent book Glamour, Stephen Gundle covered the history 
of glamour from napoleon to Paris Hilton, from Beau Brummel to 
Gianni Versace. In this talk, he will focus particularly on fashion 
and the fashion industry. Stephen Gundle is Professor of Film and 
Television Studies at Warwick university. 

6pm-7pm: Poetry Performance: Students from the 
MA in Creative Writing 
Venue: Management Auditorium - FREE 

The MA in Creative Writing at Royal 
Holloway is directed by Professor Sir Andrew 
Motion. In its comparatively short existence, 
it has already made a name for itself through 
three anthologies of writing, called Bedford 
Square (published by John Murray), and 

through the success of its students. Adam o’Riordan and Adele 
Ward have both had collections of their work published since 
completing the MA. 

Come and hear poetry written by students currently on the MA in 
Creative Writing. 

Friday 19 March 2010 
5pm-6pm: Fiction Reading: Students from the MA 
in Creative Writing 
Venue: Management Auditorium - FREE 

The MA in Creative Writing at Royal Holloway is directed by 
Professor Sir Andrew Motion. In its comparatively short existence, 
it has already made a name for itself through three anthologies of 
writing, called Bedford Square (published by John Murray), and 
through the success of its students. Tahmima Anam’s novel, The 
Golden Age, was short-listed for the orange Prize; Joe Treasure, 
Myrlin Hermes and Penny Rudge have all had novels published after 
completing the MA. 

Come and hear new work by the fiction writers from the MA in 
Creative Writing. 

Peggy Vance works for dorling Kindersley 
Woman, a branch of Penguin Books. She is 
the publisher of books on sex, pregnancy and 
fitness and the author of Buddhism for Sheep 
and many other works of non-fiction. She will 
be talking about her career in publishing. 

6pm-7pm: Fiction Reading: Benjamin Markovits 
Venue: McCrea 219 - FREE 

Benjamin Markovits is the author of two novels 
set in north America, The Syme Papers and 
Either Side of Winter, as well as the first two 
volumes of a trilogy of novels about Lord 
Byron and his circle: the first about Byron’s 
physician and friend, dr Polidori (Imposture) 

and the second a study of Byron’s brief and turbulent marriage (A 
Quiet Adjustment). The trilogy has been hailed as ‘tailored for our 
celebrity-sodden times’. 

Benjamin Markovits also writes regularly for the London Review of 
Books and the Times Literary Supplement – and has just finished a 
sporting novel, Playing days, which will be published in June. 

Saturday 20 March 2010 
10.30am-12: Poetic Practice Workshop: 
Kristen Kreider 
Venue: International Building In243 - 20 places 

do you want to push the boundaries of your writing? This workshop 
will provide you with the opportunity to explore a range of process-
based approaches to poetry. You will consider the space of writing 
both on and off the page and the visual possibilities of poetry. You 
will explore a range of techniques for writing such as working with 
chance procedures and assembling texts from ‘found’ materials. 

Kristen Kreider is an innovative poet and teacher. Her work includes 
visual, performative, site-specific and collaborative projects in a wide 
variety of media. She is a Lecturer in Creative Writing at 
Royal Holloway. 
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12.30pm-1.30pm: Poetic Practice Performance: 
Students from the MA in Poetic Practice 
Venue: International Building In243 - FREE 

Curious about digital poetics and poetry that 
uses new technologies of writing? Interested in 
innovative poetries? Since it was founded six 
years ago, the MA in Poetic Practice (directed 
by Redell olsen) has produced a steady 
stream of students who have made a name for 

themselves in these areas: John Sparrow, Sophie Robinson, Frances 
Kruk, Stephen Willey. 

Come and hear the work of current MA students on the MA in Poetic 
Practice and recent graduates of the programme. 

2pm-3pm: Poetry Reading: Caroline Bergvall 
and John Hall 
Venue: Management Auditorium - FREE 

Caroline Bergvall and John Hall were responsible for setting up the 
Performance Writing programme at dartington College of Arts. John 
Hall’s work was included in the anthology A Various Art (1987), 
and his selected poems were published in 1999 under the title Else 
Here. Caroline Bergvall’s work was included in the anthology the 
out of everywhere (1996). She has developed performances and 
installations with other artists and plurilingual writing in works such as 
goan atom. 

3.15pm-4.15pm: Poetry Reading: Emily Critchely 
and Francis Presley 
Venue: Management Auditorium - FREE 

Emily Critchely has had collections of her 
poetry published by Arehouse, Bad Press, 
dusie, oystercatcher and Torque Press. 
Her work also appears in the forthcoming 
Shearsman anthology Infinite difference: 
other Poetries by uK Women Poets. Frances 

Presley has been actively involved in poetry in London since 1980. 
She has published numerous collections of her poetry, including 
Paravane: new and selected poems, 1996-2003 (Salt, 2004) and 
Myne: new and selected poems, 1976-2005 (Shearsman, 2006). 

4.30pm-5.30pm: Poetry Reading: Sean Bonney and Frances Kruk 
Venue: Management Auditorium - FREE 

Sean Bonney is one (Yt Communication, 2006). Frances Kruk 
of the most exciting completed the MA in Poetic Practice in 2006 
poets to have emerged and, since then, has established herself as a 
in recent years. His strikingly original poet and performer. Her work 
full-length productions is also included in the Shearsman anthology 
include notes on Heresy Infinite difference: other Poetries by uK Women 

(Writers Forum, 2008), Poisons, their antidotes Poets. 
(West House, 2003), Blade Pitch Control unit 
(Salt, 2005) and documents: hexprogress 
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Time Venue Readers Title 

Festival Guide - At a glance 

Tuesday 16 March 

2pm - 3pm Bedford Library Seminar Room 

6pm - 7pm Windsor Building Auditorium 

Wednesday 17 March 

1pm - 4pm Royal Holloway Campus 

Windsor Building Auditorium 
Tickets: available from 6.30pm - 7.45pm department of Music 01784 

443853 concerts@rhul.ac.uk. 

Thursday 18 March 

4pm - 5.30pm 

6pm - 7pm 

Friday 19 March 

Windsor Building 1-03 

Management Auditorium 

Stephen Gundle 

Students from the MA in 
Creative Writing 

‘Fashion’ 

Poetry Performance 

5pm - 6pm Management Auditorium 

5pm - 6pm Windsor Building 0-02 

Saturday 20 March 

10.30am - 12.00pm International Building 
In243 - 20 places    

12.30pm - 1.30pm International Building In243 

2pm - 3pm Management Auditorium 

3.15pm - 4.15pm Management Auditorium 

4.30pm - 5.30pm Management Auditorium 

Grace Evans
 

Jo Shapcott
 

diane Evans 
dan Rabellato 

Alun Lewis 
Eva Sonaike 

Royal Holloway Sinfonietta 
director: Mark Bowden 

Students from the MA in 

Creative Writing
 

Peggy Vance
 

Kristen Kreider
 

Students from the MA in 

Poetic Practice
 

Caroline Bergvall and 

John Hall
 

Emily Critchely and 

Francis Presley
 

Sean Bonney and 

Frances Kruk
 

‘Perfectly Formed’ - The olive 
Matthews Fashion Collection 

of Mutability’ 

Creative Media Literary 

Festival 14-19 years old
 

To celebrate Andriessen’s 

70th birthday
 

Fiction Reading 

‘Adventures in Publishing’ 

Poetic Practice Workshop
 

Poetic Practice Performance
 

Poetry Reading
 

Poetry Reading
 

Poetry Reading
 

Time Venue Readers Title 

Time Venue Readers Title 

Time Venue Readers Title 

Time Venue Readers Title 
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