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vWelcome to Runnymede Voice, in which
we are proud to tell you of the ongoing
success of the Runnymede Yellow School Bus
Scheme (page 5).

There is also a look at the new offices in
Addlestone, built to house the Borough
Council with Surrey Police Neighbourhood
Office and Addlestone Library (pages 3-4). The
Runnymede Civic Centre will open around
Easter time — our contacts will be the same.

Elsewhere, read about the night club for 11-
16 year olds (The Beat, page iii). The Council is
committed to providing activities and facilities
for young people and this type of event
promotes a stronger community.

However, our services for the old and young
alike are always under scrutiny. We aim to
protect and maintain the many services you tell
us you want - so Dial-A-Ride, day centres and
grant support to the Citizens Advice Bureau
will continue to be important in Runnymede.

In addition, our programme for affordable
housing is growing and we are planning more
schemes for those in greatest need for 2008
and beyond. We are also working towards a
higher target for recycling our waste materials
and reducing our household rubbish. Please

remember that Lyne Lane Community
Recycling Centre is closed for seven months
this year — take your recyclables to Woking or
Shepperton sites (page 16).

This promises to be an exciting year for
Runnymede and | wish you all a very happy
and prosperous start to this year.

Councillor John Furey

Leader of the Council

PS Please recycle this magazine when you've
read it.

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE THE
FOLLOWING EIGHT PRIORITIES
SERVING OUR BOROUGH:

Access to affordable and decent
housing

® Providing affordable housing to
those in greatest need

Access and transport
@ Identifying solutions to the
borough'’s congestion

Community safety

® Reducing the fear of crime by
ensuring that residents feel safe
and secure in their local
community

Sustainable community

® Protecting the environment,
minimising waste and
encouraging recycling

Economic prosperity
@ Creating an environment where
businesses can prosper

Opportunities for young people
® Addressing issues important to
young people and providing
activities and facilities for young
people

Promoting leisure and culture

® Promoting existing leisure and
cultural activities and facilities and
supporting new developments

Healthy and vibrant community
® Encouraging independence for
vulnerable people, and
promoting healthy lifestyles.

Runnymede Borough Council prints and distributes free Runnymede Voice three times a year to householders and businesses in its borough. The purpose of

the content is to inform you about many of the Council’s services and activities. It does not represent the particular views or opinions of anyone associated with

the Council.

If you have any difficulty in reading this, we can offer an alternative format of this magazine. Please contact 01932 425504.

Runnymede Voice is printed on 90gsm Greencoat, which consists of 70 per cent recycled post-consumer fibre and 30 per cent totally chlorine-free fibre.

Cover story: Yellow School Bus Commissioner, David Blunkett, MP
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“The new Civic Centre nearing completion

Fixtures and fittings aII checked in

vConstruction work on the new
Runnymede Civic Centre is in the final
stages of internal fitting out.

Steadily, the work on the external
areas surrounding the colourful glass and
brick building has centred on refining the
looks of the frontage on Station Road,
the avenue separating it from the
Council’s existing Civic Offices and the
rear entrance and approach.

Meanwhile, the carpeting, lighting

The carpet is laid in the new
Runnymede Civic Centre as the
stylish interior takes shape in the
innovative public building

and cleaning of the inside continued
over the Christmas holiday period with
long hours put in by workers from
various trades while the weather
remained cold and wet.

Three organisations will be coming

together in this building in early

2008, after Willmott Dixon has
completed and handed over the
finished project to Runnymede Borough
Council.

This is the first purpose-built office
premises in the country to house local
community services.

For Runnymede, this means
Addlestone Library, the Borough Council

@ Turn to page 4
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Civic Centre
nearly ready
to open

® From page 3

offices and the
Neighbourhood Police. Their
move-in will take place around
Easter time.

Runnymede Borough
Council raised this idea of a
new corporate building three
years ago, and Surrey Police
has been a keen supporter.

Both have had offices
between Garfield Road and
Station Road for many years in
buildings constructed in the
1960s when that part of
Addlestone was redeveloped.

In November, Surrey
County Council Library Service
became the last of the three to
sign up to occupying the
£12.7m building which has
been hidden from public view
until the New Year.

Addlestone Library has
been in Church Road in a
location which is away from
the main shopping area of the
town. Staff in the Library
Service are looking forward to
moving into the centre of the
town, and into the new much
airier and lighter building.

Council Leader, ClIr John
Furey said: “We have long
held a vision for combining the
merits of neighbourhood
policing, a modern public

Absolutely topping vision...
above, Chief Executive Tim
Williams, second left, with
Willmott Dixon’s Mark Tant join
the architects. Right, MPs Eric
Pickles and Philip Hammond,
centre, help to top out the new
Runnymede Civic Centre

authority in one purpose-built,
carbon friendly building. To
have this in Addlestone in
2008 marks one of the first of
its kind in the country to
directly reach the community.

“Together, the co-location
of Surrey Police, Surrey
County Council Library Service
and Runnymede Borough
Council will provide a range of
services unequalled in
Surrey.”

The aim now is for the
present Civic Offices and

Police Station sites to be
redeveloped for new homes,
including affordable housing

later in 2008. The receipt from
the land sales will substantially
meet the building costs.
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First stop Magna Carta School, Hythe, Nr Egham. David Blunkett takes a fact-finding tour on his
school transport visit. Read more on www.runnymede.gov.uk and go to A-Z for school transport

Commiission’s top man catches
a Runnymede yellow school bus

vRunnymede's innovative
home to school transport has
been praised as a leading
scheme to get pupils safely and
on time to school. Magna Carta
School, in Hythe, welcomed the
Yellow School Bus Commission
as the first of its fact-finding
visits to Surrey schools.

Making Runnymede his first
stop of his national tour was
MP David Blunkett, former
Home Secretary and former
Education Secretary, who
heads the Commission. This
was set up by transport
operator FirstGroup plc. Itis
examining and quantifying the
environmental, social,
educational, time and cost
benefits of a nationwide
network of home to school
transport based on the

American Yellow School Bus
model. He will be gathering
feedback from parents,
teachers, 11-16 year old
students and Runnymede
Business Partnership members
to help him in a national
consultation on the future of
home to school transport and
the potential for expansion of
the use of the Yellow School
Bus Scheme.

Runnymede Borough
Council works with four local
secondary schools that have
signed up to the Yellow
School Bus Scheme since its
borough-wide launch in
February 2002 when it became
the first to do so in the South
East. Founder member
Fullbrook School, in New Haw,
near Addlestone, runs four

well-supported Yellow School
Buses, Jubilee High School in
Addlestone runs two and
Salesian School in Chertsey
uses one.

Council Leader, ClIr John
Furey said: “We are delighted
that David Blunkett and the
Commission members have
chosen to visit the Runnymede
scheme at the start of their
national fact-finding tour. We
are proud of this scheme as it
shows our commitment to the
community, encouraging
independence for vulnerable
people, addressing issues that
are important to young people
and it identifies a solution to
the borough's congestion in the
morning and evening.”

The schools jointly have
4,700 pupils on their registers

and this programme
significantly reduces the
number of cars used on their
local school runs.

Magna Carta School hosted
Mr Blunkett and his Commisson
colleagues John Burch and
Garth Goddard. The Yellow
School Bus Scheme is funded
by the Borough Council, firms
in the Runnymede Business
Partnership (RBP) and fares
taken for journeys. FirstGroup
plc operates the scheme for
Runnymede.

In the borough, the buses
carry approximately 500
students twice a day. There are
also late-run school buses for
pupils staying behind for after-
school activities. The service
has the potential to replace
180,000 car trips a year.

Magna Carta School
Headteacher Tim Smith
enthusiastically supports the
scheme. He said: “We have
seen many benefits since using
these buses: the students
travel together safely and are
on time to school, also truancy
levels are down. We can
operate after-school clubs
knowing the late buses can
take them home and we now
take the bookings.

@® Running in parallel with the
Commission’s fact-finding
visits, a yellow school bus
modified as a mobile
exhibition centre will visit up to
30 British cities and towns over
the next three months to
assess the future of home to
school transport.
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You can save time by not having to
drive to and queue up at recycling
centres with your green garden
waste if you join Runnymede'’s
Green Garden Waste Collection
Scheme.

Nearly 4,600 residents have
already joined the scheme which
started early October 2005.

Three large, sturdy, reusable
polypropylene sacks are provided
for only £35 a year and are collected
fortnightly.

Residents with smaller gardens
can have two sacks for £30 a year, or
one sack for £15 a year. For further
information, go to Runnymede’s
website www.runnymede.gov.uk
or phone the Runnymede Recycling
Hotline 0800 0520067.

Residents can be even more
environmentally friendly by
composting at home.

Subsidised home composters
are for sale at only £8 and £10 —
phone 0845 077 0757 quoting
reference HCA1 or order online at
www.recyclenow.com/compost

Easier recycling coming to Lyne Lane

Big changes to the Lyne
Lane Community Recycling
Centre in Chertsey should
make it a great deal easier for
Runnymede residents to recycle
their waste.

Surrey Waste Management
(SWM), which operates the
county’s 15 recycling centres, is
redesigning the Lyne Lane site,
closed from mid-January, to
have:

A split-level access to the
recycling containers, without
the need for steps

Bulky plastics will be
accepted (e.g. plastic garden
furniture, toys, other items and
equipment)

A one way "“in and out”

www.runnymede.gov.uk

system, to improve the traffic
More parking.

The changes mean you'll
need to take all waste materials
instead to the community
recycling centres in Martyrs

The community recycling centres
take: bric-a-brac, cans and tins, car
batteries, cardboard, chemical waste,
extinguishers, fluorescent tubes, foil,
fridge freezers, garden waste, gas
cylinders, glass bottles and jars,
bricks and rubble, household
batteries, oil (engine) and filters,
newspapers and magazines, plastic
bottles, scrap metals and textiles and
shoes.

Martyrs Lane Community
Recycling Centre is in Martyrs Lane,

Lane in Woking and/or Charlton
Lane in Shepperton.

Surrey’s county-wide
improvement programme for
recycling centres is to make
them more accessible and

Woking, Surrey GU21 5NJ. Please
telephone 01483 721119.

Charlton Lane Community
Recycling Centre is in Charlton
Lane, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17
8QA. Please telephone 01932
782792.

Surrey Waste Management
(SWM) is a wholly-owned subsidiary
of SITA UK Limited.

For more information about the
redevelopment programme or SWM,
visit www.surreywaste.co.uk

Runnymede Borough Council, Runnymede Civic Centre, Station Road,
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2AH. Tel: 01932 838383

user-friendly for people who
bring their recyclable waste
either by car or on foot.

Sean Trotter, General
Manager at SWM, said: “The
new-look Lyne Lane will let
residents recycle much more of
their household waste.

“We thank users of the
centre for their patience while
the site is temporarily closed
and redevelopment work is
carried out.”

The 60 per cent recycling
target for 2025 has motivated
Surrey County Council to
commit more resources to
better community recycling
centres and to encourage
residents to recycle more.
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