
OVERSEAS REGISTRATION APPLICATION FORM 
If you are a British citizen living outside the United Kingdom, and you satisfy the conditions set out below, 
you may register as an overseas elector. This will enable you to vote at Parliamentary and European 
Parliamentary elections in the UK. You will be unable to vote at Local Elections. 

If you are a Peer of the Realm you can only vote at European Parliamentary elections.  

Do not use this form if you are: 

• A Crown Servant, 
• British Council employee or the husband or wife of one 
• Members of the Armed Forces serving abroad, or their spouse.  Click here for application form. 

Please find below an application for you to apply to be registered as an Overseas Elector. You will also 
find a set of guidance notes that are unfortunately a little complicated due to the requirements of recent 
legislation.  
Once completed please send it to the address below for the attention of Robert Curtis and 
correspondence will be sent to you confirming your registration and the date your registration will expire. 
Renewals will be sent to you prior to the expiry date this being subject to our being updated if you move 
address during the 12 months that your registration applies. 
By registering as an Overseas Elector you can vote in one of three ways. 

•	 By post if you want your ballot paper sent to you. You should be aware that your paper will be sent to 
you about a week before the election. You need to consider whether there is enough time to receive 
your ballot paper, mark your vote and return it before 10pm on polling day. Ballot papers that arrive 
after this time will not be counted. An application from to vote by post can be found at the end of the 
overseas application form. 

•	 By proxy if you want someone else to vote on your behalf. Your proxy must be aged 18 or over, 
a British, Irish or Commonwealth citizen and be living in the UK. Your proxy can either vote at 
the polling station for the area where you are registered, or by post. Click here for a proxy 
application form. 

•	 In person, if you are in the UK on polling day. You can only vote at the polling station where you are 
registered to vote in the UK. You are not able to vote at your local embassy or consulate. You cannot 
vote in person if you, or your proxy, have applied to vote by post. If you have appointed a proxy, you 
can still vote in person, provided your proxy has not already voted. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the elections office on 01932 425650 if you have any questions on 
how to complete the form. 

Please return to: 

Electoral Services 

Runnymede Civic Centre 

Station Road 

Addlestone 

Surrey

KT15 2AH 


http://www.runnymede.gov.uk/portal/binary/com.epicentric.contentmanagement.servlet.ContentDeliveryServlet/Elections/Election%2520forms/Service_voter
http://www.runnymede.gov.uk/portal/site/elections/menuitem.63d531a429277ab6cbfb1110af8ca028/
http://www.runnymede.gov.uk/portal/site/elections/menuitem.63d531a429277ab6cbfb1110af8ca028/


Guidance notes.

How to fill in the application


To use this form you must be a British citizen and satisfy one of the following sets of conditions 

Set 1 

•	 Your name was previously recorded on the Parliamentary Electoral Register for an address within the 
Runnymede Borough Council area; 

•	 You were resident at that address at that particular time; 
•	 There are no more than 15 years between the date of your application and the date of your previous 

registration on the Parliamentary Electoral Register for Runnymede Borough Council; and 
•	 Subsequent to the expiry of that previous registration, no other entry was made in any Register of 

Parliamentary electors on the basis of residence at any other address. 

Set 2 

•	 You last lived in the UK less than 15 years between the application date and the date you were last resident 
within the United Kingdom; 

•	 You were by reason of age incapable of being included in the Register of Parliamentary electors in force on 
the last day you were resident in the United Kingdom; 

•	 A parent or guardian was registered on the electoral register for the address at which you rely; 
•	 You are at least 18 years old, or will become 18 while the register you now want to be on is in force. 

The Application Form 

Part 1


Fill in your name and non UK address in the space provided.  


Your UK registration address is the address in the UK where you know or believe you were last registered as 

an elector. Tick the appropriate box if you were registered either as a service voter or as a voluntary mental

patient. 


If you left the UK when you were too young to register as an elector, your registration address is the address 

where you were living before you left the UK. 


Fill in one of the boxes A, B or C.  


If you have registered before as an overseas elector and, since then, you have not been registered as an 

elector living in the UK, enter the date of the register you were registered on in the Box A. 


If you were last registered as an ordinary UK elector, enter the date you left the UK in Box B.


If you left the UK and you were too young to register as an elector, and you have not registered before as an 

overseas elector, enter your date of birth in Box C. 


If your name has changed since you were last registered or if you filled in Box C, remember to state your former

name in full and the reason for the change e.g. marriage


If you filled in - 


Box A - complete part 4 

Box B - complete parts 3, 4 and 5 

Box C - complete parts 2, 3, 4 and 5 


Part 2 
If you filled in Box C in Part 1, you must state in Part 2 the full name of the parent or guardian whose 
registration as an elector in the UK you are relying on. He or she must have been on the electoral register for 
the address you have given as UK registration address in Part 1. 

If you filled in Box C you must send with this application a photocopy of your full birth certificate 
(showing the full names of either or both of your parents).  
Tick the box to show that you have enclosed it with your application. 
If the name given in part 2 is not the name of a parent or guardian, as entered in the electoral register or it is not 
the name of either parent as shown in your birth certificate, please explain why e.g. my mother has married or 



the person named above adopted me and became my guardian. If you do not know the reason for the change 
of name, tick the box. 

Part 3 
If you filled in either Box B or C in Part 1, you must fill in Part 3, giving information to show that you are a British 
citizen. 

If you hold a British passport that describes your national status as 'British citizen', enter the number, date and 
place of issue of the passport in the boxes provided. 

If you do not hold such a passport, but were born in the UK before 1 January 1983 (the date on which relevant 
part of the British Nationality Act 1981 came into force), enter the place where you were born. 

If you do not hold such a passport, and you were not born in the UK before 1 January 1983, enter your date, 
place and country of birth.  Say when and how you became a British citizen (e.g. naturalisation, registration, 
descent, and marriage to a British citizen before 1949). 

Part 4 
All applicants must complete and date the declaration. 

Part 5 
If you filled in Box B or C, you must find someone to support what you say in your application. They must be 
someone who is: 

•	 aged 18 or over 
•	 the bearer of a British passport which describes his/her status as 'British citizen' 
•	 not living in the UK 
•	 who knows you but is not a close relative (husband, wife, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or 

grandchild) 

Your supporter must state his/her full name and number, date and place of issue of his/her passport before 
signing the declaration. 

Absent Voting 
If you consider that you will not be able to cast your vote in person you may 

• appoint someone in the UK to vote on your behalf, known as a proxy, or 

• Vote by post – an application to be found below. 

Your vote will be cast in the constituency that covers the address where you were last registered as an elector 
in the UK or where a parent or guardian was registered. 

If you are currently registered as an overseas elector, and have not cancelled your proxy appointment, 
you need not complete an additional form unless you wish to appoint a different person. 
Your proxy must be: 

•	 willing and allowed to vote on your behalf 
•	 resident in the UK 
• a British citizen, or a citizen of the Commonwealth or of the Republic of Ireland 

• old enough to vote 

•	 not subject to any legal incapacity  

A proxy may not vote at the same election in any constituency for more than two people unless they are, a 
close relative (husband, wife, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild) of the person they are 
voting for. 

If you have consulted your proxy and can confirm that he or she is willing and is allowed to act for you, then only 
you need to complete the form and send it to the electoral registration officer. 

If you are not yet sure whom you wish to appoint as proxy, or if you are not sure if your chosen proxy is willing 
to act for you, send it to your proxy and ask him or her to sign it and to send it on to the electoral registration 
officer. The address is listed below. 

You, as the applicant, must sign the absent vote document. 
You are strongly advised to appoint a proxy as soon as possible. Do not leave it until shortly before an 
election, since it may be difficult to confirm the proxy's appointment in time for your vote to be cast. 



If you or your proxy believes it unlikely that they will able to vote in person on your behalf, tick the appropriate 
box to ask the electoral registration officer to send an application form for him/her to vote by post. 

Please note:  
Please be mindful of the fact that Postal ballot papers sent overseas can, on occasion, take 
considerable time to be received and returned, this being exacerbated by the tight timescales 
associated with elections. 
After you have returned the form 
The electoral registration officer will write to tell you if he is satisfied that you qualify as an overseas elector and 
will be included in the register. If he has doubts about your age or citizenship, he may ask for further evidence 
or documentation. If he rejects your application he will return this form and explain why. 

Once you are registered as an overseas elector, you will be able to vote at all Parliamentary and European 
Parliamentary elections for a period of twelve months from the date of your entry onto the register. 
Alternatively, if you have requested to vote by proxy, you may vote in person if you are able to return to the area 
in the United Kingdom where you are registered on polling day, providing your proxy has not already voted on 
your behalf. 

If a postal vote has been requested by you or your proxy this negates your right to vote in person unless you 
change your circumstances prior to an election and your informing the electoral registration officer of that fact. 
There are deadlines associated with changing your voting arrangements and I would advise that you contact 
the elections office allowing plenty of time if you wish to do so.   

The registration officer will send you a renewal application prior to the expiry date. 

Warning 

It is an offence to make an overseas elector's declaration if you know that you are subject to a legal incapacity 
to vote at Parliamentary elections, or to make a false statement in this application. 

It is also an offence for your supporter to sign the declaration if he or she is not authorised to do so, or if he or 
she makes a false statement. 



Application to register 

as an Overseas Elector


Part 1 About yourself 

Your name Ö 

Former name in full and give reason for 
change of name – if applicable 

Present postal address (non-UK) 

Current E-Mail Address 

Telephone Number 

United Kingdom address – Where last 
entry exists on an Electoral Register 

If you were registered at the above address as one of the following please tick the appropriate box 

Service voter � 
Voluntary mental patient � 

(If you were too young to register see the note below) 

Last UK Registration Only fill in one box A, B or C. 

My last UK electoral registration was  

A As an Overseas Elector 

Enter date of Register 

If you have filled in this box, fill in part 4 

B 

As a UK Resident.  

Enter date you left the UK 

If you have filled in this box, fill in parts 3, 4 and 5  

C 

I was too young to have been registered. 

Enter date of birth 

If you have filled in this box, now fill in Parts 2,3,4 and 5 

Part 2 Parent or Guardian 

You must complete Part 2 if you filled in Box C in Part 1.  If you filled in Box A or B ignore this part. 



Name of Parent or Guardian Surname : 

Parent � Guardian � 

Forenames in full : 

(Please enclose a photocopy of your birth certificate) 

Other Name Other name in full (if applicable) 

Part 3 Citizenship 

You must complete Part 3 if you filled in Box B or Box C in Part 1. If you filled in Box A ignore this part. 
Complete only the statement which applies to you. 

Either My British passport number 

Issued at 

On  states that I am a British citizen. 

Or I do not hold a British passport describing me as a 'British 
citizen'. 

I was born in 

in the UK before 1 January 1983 

Or I was born on 

in 

I do not hold a British passport describing me as a 'British 
citizen' but became a British citizen on 

EExxppllaannaattiioonn Please explain how you became a British citizen.

 / / 

/  / 



Part 4 Declaration 

To be completed by all applicants 

Declaration 

Either 

or 

I am a British citizen and will not be resident in the UK on the 
qualifying date  

I ceased to be resident in the UK on   

I ceased to have a service qualification on   

Signature 

I hereby declare that the statements I have made on this form are 
true to the best of my knowledge and belief 

Your signature: Date: 

Part 5 Declaration in support 

Part 5 must be completed if you filled in Box B or Box C in Part 1. If you filled in Box A ignore this 
part. 

Supporter's 
Declaration 

I am aged 18 years or over. I am the bearer of a British passport, 
which describes my national status as 'British citizen', and I am not 
resident in the UK. I know the declarant but am not his/her 
husband, wife, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or 
grandchild. To the best of my knowledge and belief the declarant 
is a British citizen and not resident in the UK on the date of the 
declaration. 

Supporter's 
Name 

Surname: 

Forenames in full: 

Supporter's 
Address 

Supporter's 
Passport 

Passport number 

Date of issue  

Place of issue   

Signature Supporter's signature: Date: 



    
   

   

          

Part 1 y – Plea insert your name and address below

Application to vote by post for overseas elector


Please enter full name ………………………………… 

   Address  ……………………………………………….. 
 ……………………………………………….. 
 ……………………………………………….. 
 ……………………………………………….. 

Part 2: When do you want your postal vote to apply? Please 9 relevant 
box, or insert date(s) 

Option one: At ALL future elections - A Permanent Postal Vote  � 
Option two: At forthcoming election/s only - A Temporary Postal Vote / / 
Option three: For a fixed period only -specify the period when you would like the 
postal vote to apply 

Between      / / 
and      / / 

Part 3: Type of Election: As an Overseas elector you can only vote in Parliamentary elections   

For Parliamentary Elections only (UK & European) 9 

Part 4: Please enter your Date of Birth 
Please complete in Black Ink 
Day Month Year 

Part 5: Your signature 

Please sign within this box using Black Ink 
taking care to sign within the box and not over 
the lines (This is extremely important because 
the form will be scanned into our computer 
system. The form will be returned to you if not 
signed in black ink) 

Part 6: The date you signed this form:  / / 

Please note: If you wish to vote by post you are required by law to provide your signature and DOB. (The Absent Voting (Transitional 
Provisions) (England and Wales) Regulations 2006) If provided, your signature and DOB will only be used for the purposes of checking your 
returned postal vote with this application during elections, and will be held securely by the Electoral Registration Officer at the Civic Centre, 
Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2AH. (01932) 425650 


